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SUBJECT: GENERAL KRIANGSAK'S MEETING WITH ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY HOLBROOKE 

1. GENERAL KRIANGSAK MET WITH MR. HOLBROOKE AND MR. OAKLEY 
EOR HALF AN HOUR APRIL 29. 

2. MR. HOLBROOKE BEGAN THE CONVERSATION BY APOLOGIZING 
EOR NOT HAVING VISITED THAILAND DURING HIS RECENT TRIP TO 
SOUTHEAST ASIA BUT EXPLAINED THAT AMBASSADOR WHITEHOUSE 
HAD SUGGESTED THAT HE DELAY HIS TRIP UNTIL AFTER THE 
NARCOTICS CONFERENCE AND THE VISIT OE CODEL WOLFE WERE 
COMPLETED. MR. HOLBROOKE SAID THAT BOTH HE AND MR. 

OAKLEY WERE LOOKING EORWARD TO VISITING BANGKOK IN THE 
NEAR EUTURE. 

3. KRIANGSAK CONFIRMED MR. OAKLEY'S UNDERSTANDING THAT 
THE GENERAL HAD RECEIVED GOOD NEWS DURING HIS MEDICAL 
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CHECKUP AT WALTER REED. (EYE THERE IS NO RECURRENCE 
OE CANCER AND A LOW-BLOOD PRESSURE CONDITION CAN BE 
REMEDIED.) 

4. MR. HOLBROOKE SAID THAT HE HAD FOLLOWED GENERAL 
KRIANGSAK'S CAREER AND APPRECIATED THE GENERAL'S TRADI- 
TIONAL SUPPORT EOR STRONG U.S.-THAI RELATIONS. THE 
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GENERAL NOTED THAT DURING THE SENI AND KHUKRIT GOVERN- 
MENTS HE HAD BEEN EMBARRASSED BY THE TREATMENT THE U.S. 
HAD RECEIVED AT THE HANDS OE THAI STUDENTS AND OTHERS. 
THERE WAS, HE SAID, TOO MUCH DEMOCRACY WHICH PLAYED TO 
THE ADVANTAGE OF COMMUNIST-INSPIRED ELEMENTS WITHIN 
THAILAND. 

5. MR. HOLBROOKE SAID THAT HE TOO WAS SORRY EOR THE WAY 
U.S.-THAI RELATIONS HAD DEVELOPED DURING THE LAST YEARS 
OE THE PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATION. HE EXPLAINED THAT THE 
INDOCHINA WAR AND WATERGATE HAD MADE IT DIEEICULT TO 
GAIN U.S. PUBLIC SUPPORT AND MANY POLICIES HAD NOT BEEN 
CAREEULLY THOUGHT OUT. IT WAS BAD LUCK THAT, SIMULTANEOUS 
WITH OUR OWN GOVERNMENTAL DISTRESS, THE GOVERNMENT IN 
THAILAND EXPERIENCED ITS OWN PERIOD OF UNREST. MR. HOL- 
BROOKE THEN NOTED THAT, EOR THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION, 

THE WAR IN INDOCHINA WAS ANCIENT HISTORY AND THAT THE 
NEW ADMINISTRATION HAD THE CONEIDENCE OF THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE. SIMILARLY, A NEW THAI GOVERNMENT HAD COME INTO 
BEING WHICH, WHILE NOT WITHOUT ITS OWN DIFEICULTIES, 

WOULD, WE HOPED, BE PREPARED TO WORK WITH US ON THE LONG- 
RANGE DEVELOPMENT OE U.S.-THAI RELATIONS AND EOR PEACE 
AND PROSPERITY IN THE SOUTHEAST ASIAN REGION. SUCH A 
REGIONAL AND LONG-TERM APPROACH TO POLICY COULD INCLUDE 
SUCH QUESTIONS AS THE DEVELOPMENT OE ASEAN, MILITARY AS- 
SISTANCE IN DIEEERENT EORMS, ANTI-NARCOTICS PROGRAMS, THE 
THAI-LAO BORDER SITUATION, THE COMMUNIST THREAT IN SOHTH- 
EAST ASIA, U.S.-SRV RELATIONS AND HUMAN RIGHTS. 
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6. GENERAL KRIANGSAK ENTHUSIASTICALLY AGREED, NOTING 
THAT IT WAS TIME EOR A NEW CHAPTER IN U.S.-THAI RELATIONS 
AND THAT WITH THAILAND'S STRATEGIC LOCATION AND DESIRE 
TO IMPROVE ITS DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS, THE PRESENT 

THAI GOVERNMENT COULD SERVE BOTH U.S. AND THAI INTERESTS. 
THE GENERAL INDICATED THAT ALL THE ASEAN COUNTRIES LOOKED 
UPON THAILAND AS A WEATHERVANE FOR THEIR OWN FUTURE. "WE 
ARE ESSENTIAL TO ASEAN, AND ASEAN LOOKS TO THE U.S. TO 
ENSURE STABILITY IN THE REGION." THE GENERAL THEN ASKED 
HOW THE U.S. VIEWED THAILAND. 

7. MR. HOLBROOKE EMPHASIZED STRONGLY THAT THE U.S. IN- 
TENDS TO REMAIN AN ASIAN AND PACIFIC POWER AND THAT WE 
ARE PREPARED TO WORK WITH THE COUNTRIES OF ASEAN EITHER 
AS A GROUP OR INDIVIDUALLY. THE SEVENTH FLEET WILL CON- 
TINUE TO BE ESSENTIAL TO OUR POLICY IN ASIA AND WILL BE 
MAINTAINED, HE SAID. 

8. MR. HOLBROOKE THEN RAISED THE SUBJECT OF HUMAN 
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RIGHTS BY NOTING PRESIDENT CARTER'S DEEP COMMITMENT TO 
THIS ISSUE AND ADDED THAT THE REASON THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 
LOST THE CONEIDENCE OE THE PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATION 'WAS 
BECAUSE OE ITS EAILURE TO TAKE HUMAN RIGHTS INTO CON- 
SIDERATION. GENERAL KRIANGSAK ASKED IE THAT!, AND WAS ONE 
OE THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION'S CONCERNS. MR. HOLBROOKE 
SAID THAT OUR HUMAN RIGHTS EEEORT WAS PRIMARILY DIRECTED 
TOWARDS THE SOVIETS BUT THAT IT ALSO INVOLVED SOME OF 
OUR TREATY PARTNERS AND FRIENDS. 

9. GENERAL KRIANGSAK THEN PRODUCED A RECENT NEW YORK 
TIMES ARTICLE, AS WELL AS SEVERAL WASHINGTON POST STORIES 
WHICH HE EELT WERE INJURIOUS TO THAILAND. MR. HOLBROOKE 
EMPHASIZED STRONGLY THAT THE THAI GOVERNMENT SHOULD NOT 
BE OVERLY CONCERNED ABOUT OCCASIONAL UNCOMPLIMENTARY 
PRESS REPORTS. MR. HOLBROOKE URGED THAT THE THAI GOVERN- 
MENT NOT INTERFERE WITH AMERICAN REPORTERS, AS ANY IN- 
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ERINGEMENT OE THE EREEDOM OE THE U.S. PRESS WOULD HAVE 
AN IMMEDIATE AND PROEOUND IMPACT ON THAILAND'S IMAGE IN 
AMERICA. 

10. MR. HOLBROOKE CONCLUDED THE CONVERSATION BY SAYING 
THAT IE SOMEONE WERE TO ASK HIM WHAT MOST PEOPLE IN THE 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT VIEWED AS THE IMPORTANT ASPECT 
OE U.S.-THAI RELATIONS, HE WOULD HAVE TO SAY IT WAS 
NARCOTICS. MR. HOLBROOKE SAID THAT WHENEVER HE IS 
ASKED "ARE THE THAI DOING EVERYTHING THEY CAN TO END 
THE ILLICIT TRAEEIC IN NARCOTICS?", HE RESPONDED THAT HE 

IS SUSPENDING JUDGMENT UNTIL HE HAS HAD A CHANCE TO VISIT 
BANGKOK HIMSELE, ALTHOUGH HE WAS QUITE ENCOURAGED BY THE 
INCREASE IN NARCOTICS SEIZURES AT DON MAUNG AIRPORT. 

VANCE 
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